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DATES  
TO REMEMBER 

February 4 
Quarterly Voters 

Meeting  
10:30 AM 

February 5 
Cabin Fever  

Community Spaghetti  
Supper 

4:30 – 7:30 PM 

February 14 
Ash Wednesday  

Worship 3:30 PM 

February 15-16 
No School 

Teacher’s Conference 

February 19 
Parent Transport Day 

Bring Sack Lunch 

February 20 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

School Gym 
12:30 – 5:30 PM 

February 28 
Pre-K & Kindergarten 
Roundup/Registration 

4:30 – 7:00 PM 
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From the Pastor 

Iconoclasm 101: Tearing Down the Idols 
“Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 But even if you 

should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do 
not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be pre-
pared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a 
clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good be-
havior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.” (1 Peter 3:13-16). 

I read an article recently that set forth the religion of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, 
and encouraged readers to follow his lead. In this article, a Jewish theologian 
and social activist, Abraham Joshua Heschel, was quoted. Speaking about 
prophets, both in Old Testament times and today, he wrote: 

“The prophet is an iconoclast, challenging the apparently holy, revered and 
awesome. Beliefs cherished as certainties, institutions endowed with supreme 
sanctity, he exposes as scandalous pretensions.” 

An iconoclast, in case you’re unsure, is someone who either destroys religious 
images or opposes their veneration, or who attacks settled beliefs or institu-
tions. Of course, it’s this second definition to which the author is referring.  

First, Heschel was certainly right, and most people would agree with his state-
ment. Jesus likewise condemned the Jewish leaders when he said, “You testify 
that you approve of what your ancestors did; they killed the prophets, and you 
build their tombs.” But we all too easily narrow the scope of who or what falls 
into the category of cherished beliefs and institutions that are but “scandalous 
pretentions.” For unbelievers and many social activists, they set their sights on 
Christians. Often they have good reason to do so. Many professed Christians, 
and that would include Dr. King himself, have been a part of very ungodly ac-
tivity. After all, no one is without sin, and some have fallen harder and further 
than others. Unfortunately, such critics throw out the baby with the bath-
water, denouncing Christianity along with those who have fallen into sin. 

For believers, on the other hand, we can narrow the scope so that in our minds 
the only institutions that should be condemned are those dominated by leftist, 
liberal agendas, like education, arts, entertainment, and government. 

As we approach the season of Lent, which begins on Valentine’s Day, the cor-
nerstones of the season―repentance and forgiveness―ought to shape our 
view of what actions, attitudes, and institutions must be exposed and con-
demned.       (continued on page 2) 

Psalm 
96:2 
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(From the Pastor - continued from page 1) 
This must always begin with an honest look at our-
selves. We may disagree with the mores of those who 
condemn Christianity, and they usually overstate their 
case in astronomical ways, but it is good for us to exam-
ine ourselves to see if we can find any legitimacy to 
their complaints in our own lives. At the very least, we 
will likely find that we have too often been silent on 
matters when we should have spoken out. Maybe we’ll 
also find some sinful things in our lives that we’d been 
ignoring. But there needs to be this kind of self-honesty 
before the God who knows all. We need to tear down 
all idols of sin in our hearts. Then, when we come to our 
Lord as broken people, fully aware of our sin and hon-
estly confessing it, we are ready to receive the Balm of 
Gilead, the healing and renewal that the gospel of for-
giveness in Jesus brings. 

In this forgiveness, we then can and must live as good, 
godly prophets, speaking out against the institutions 
and beliefs that have been spawned of sin and Satan, 
wherever they are. Just as with the prophets of old, it 
won’t make us popular. But the idols that we must keep 
tearing down in our own hearts must be torn down for 
others as well, that they may realize their sinful, bro-
ken, dead nature and be open to hearing the good news 
that there is forgiveness and life for them and for all in 
Jesus.  

God bless our Lenten iconoclasm, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

 

LENTEN SERVICES 
Lent begins on Wednesday, February 14.  The theme for 
this year is “Jesus Is Our Great High Priest.”  Area 
pastors will be preaching on a rotation as in years past. 
The schedule and service times have not been finalized.  
There will be a 3:30 PM service each Wednesday here in 
Wonewoc, but the late service may take place in either 
Hillsboro or Elroy as part of the cooperative worship 
with these congregations. Please check the bulletin, 
website and our Facebook page for times and locations.  

 

FELLOWSHIP SUPPERS FOR LENT 
Suppers following our 3:30 service will be held as in 
previous years also. Ladies Aid is hosting on February 14 
and though a schedule has not been finalized, here are 
the tentative hosts and dates: 

Feb. 14 Ladies Aid 
Feb. 21 Pot Luck  
Feb. 28 Trustees 
Mar. 7 Panther Parents/School Families 
Mar. 14  Sr. Choir & Altar Guild 
Mar. 21 To Be Determined 
 

KARATE WITH DEACON HALL 
Deacon Tom Hall will be here again on Saturday, 
February 17, to give a karate class beginning at 9:00 AM. 
Sensei Hall is a black belt in karate and deacon at 
Northside Ministries in Milwaukee.  It is for all ages, kids 
to seniors. Suggested donation for the class is $10 per 
person. 

Baptisms 

 
… “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit.” 

Wade Bruce Gehri  January 24 

Samuel Charles Rowe (adult) January 21 

River Mae Schultz  January 28 

Mia Grace Schultz  January 28 

Called Home 

 

“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will 
snatch them out of my hand.” 

Beatrice Mae Andrews January 17, 2018 

Cheryl L. Kaske January 21, 2018 

Stanley A. Voigt January 27, 2018 

Memorials and Gifts 

 

Fund  In Memory/Honor of  
 

Debt Reduction  Elmer Wells, Mikel  
  Wells, Mikel Wells Jr. 

School Memorial  Beatrice Andrews 

Undesignated  Beatrice Andrews 

Church News 
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As we look to start February, we see our basketball season come to an end and new activities/events begin-
ning.  

The Cabin Fever community spaghetti dinner has been moved to February 5th. Thank you to the Panther Par-
ents for setting up this community event.  

The faculty will attend the Western Wisconsin Lutheran Teachers’ Conference in Tomah on February 15th and 
16th. Children will have these days off from school, while the teachers get to spend a few days studying specifi-
cally on Social Studies curriculum.  

For parents with children who will be 4-5 years of age by September 1, 2018, we will be holding a 
PreK/Kindergarten round-up and registration on February 28. It begins at 4:30 PM and will go until 7:00 PM in 
the early childhood (Mrs. Hagemann’s) room.   There will also be an open house date in March that children 
can come in and experience the classroom for a morning. We will post the date when it is set. Keep looking for 
updates!   

Students in grades 5-8 are preparing for the spring Science and Fine Arts Fair on March 10th in Onalaska. We 
will have students participating in Forensics, Piano, and Instrumentals.   

We are now a couple weeks into our 3rd Quarter. Our school’s mission offerings for the quarter are being sent 
to assist in the mission work done in Brazil. There are items in our display case that represent some of the 
uniqueness of the Brazilian culture. 

Thank you for your prayers. We pray that God continues to bless our students as grow in their understanding 
of our Lord and Savior. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CABIN FEVER COMMUNITY SPAGHETTI SUPPER 

 
On Monday, February 5, from 4:30 – 7:30 PM, you 

are invited to visit the St. Paul’s fellowship area in 

the church basement and share some hot spaghetti, 

yummy desserts and warm friendship.  This is a free 

event for all members of the community sponsored 

by St. Paul’s Panther Parents. The more the merrier! 

Invite a friend or neighbor. 
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School Scoop 
Celebrating 136 Years of  

Christian Education 
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Trustees Highlights 
January 16, 2018 

The meeting was called to order and opened with a de-
votion led by Pastor Snyder. 
 
The minutes from the December meeting were pre-
sented in print and approved as presented. 

     
Pastor Report:  Presented by Pastor Snyder 

• Round table discussions have been going well so far.  

• Hospital and shut-in list has been growing recently; 

keep families in your prayers 

• Discussion of cooperation with area congregations is 

continuing.  There are tentative plans to hold joint 

Lenten services.  

Elders Report: presented by Doug Westedt 
• Membership changes recommended are: 

1 Acceptance by adult confirmation – Chad and 

Leah Peek, Samuel Rowe 

2 Acceptance byAffirmation of Faith – Belinda 

Gehri 

3 Release due to no response – Aaron Ewald – 
Mark Brooks – Mike and Suzanne Tuttle and 
family. 

Membership changes were approved and will be pre-
sented at the quarterly voters meeting. 
 

Principal and Education Report: presented by Sam 
Mobley 

• New students will be starting in grades 2,3 and 5.  

They are the children of Pastor Sellnow, who is the 

new pastor in Adams 

Finance Report: presented by Bruce Schroeder 
• Debt at the bank is at $107,455.06. This time last year 

it was about $148,000 

• The debt reduction goal to be below $100, 000 by 

June has had a good response . 

• General Fund, Building Fund, Afton Fund and Ceme-

tery accounts were audited and found to be in good 

order. 

• Bruce Schroeder was re-elected as finance chairman. 

 
 

Unfinished business:  presented by President 
Fick 

• The church sign quote from La Crosse Sign 
was higher than expected.  More research 
will be done.  

• Building and grounds committee is still plan-
ning on an inspection of properties. 

• A statement regarding the accepting of 

Thrivent Choice Dollars will be finalized for 

the next voters’ meeting. 

• The new outside school doors are ordered 

and will be installed as weather permits. 

• Outreach thru karate has been working well. 

Next Trustees meeting will be Thursday, 
February 16 at 6:30 PM. 

The meeting adjourned and closed with the 
Lord’s Prayer 

 

More News 

Make a Difference!  
Red Cross Blood Drive 

February 20 

A blood drive has been planned for 
Februay 20,  to be held at St. Paul’s 
school gymasium.  Time will be from 
12:30 – 5:30 PM.  The need for blood has 
been crucial over the winter months. 
There is a critical need for O negative and 
B negative donors. You can make an 
appointment by going to 
www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800 RED 
CROSS.  An appointment makes it easy to 
give in a time efficient manner, but walk - 
ins are always welcome! 
 
This drive is held in memory/honor of 
Laura Kruger and other area blood 
recipients. 
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February Birthdays 
 

This is the day the Lord has made; 
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it…Psalm 118:24 

 

2 Calvin Gehri, Steven Rasch 
3 Jeff Ott 
4 Kathryn Preuss, James Smallwood 
5 Marceil Manske 
7 Lynell Fry, Michelle Gardehl, Mary Peterson 
8 Rhys Becker, Cooper Larson, Charles Steffen  
9 Donna Biermeier, Kyle Peterson 
10 Henry Gander, Lucius Wells 
11 Debora Rick, Mark Schultz 
12 Kelli Mitchell, Natalie Nichols 
13 Mike Miller 
14 Evan Pagel, Jordan Schraugnagel, Jared Smallwood 
15 Marion Demaske, Patrick Herritz 
16 Rick Field, Peter Lange, Mary Triebs, Joretta Weber 
19 Philip Snyder 
20 Nicholas Fanta 
22 Brandon Bolton, Jay Bolton, Dylan Laack, Sam Mobley, 

Andy Ott, Raegon Stanek 
23 Kenady Olson 
24 Mechelle Thompson 
25 Yvette Daniels, Steve Fick, Eric Preston 
26 Dennis Biermeier 
27 Nicole Olson, Todd Schroeder 

If we missed your birthday, we’re sorry.  
Please let us know and we will make the correction. 

 

 
 
 

Email: 
 

Pastor: 
Rev. Peter Snyder 

Email: 
revsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com 

 

Principal & Grades 6, 7 & 8 
Rick Zimmerman 

zimmermanfp@gmail.com 
 

Grades 3, 4 & 5 
Jenell Snyder 

Email: 
jsnyder@stplutheranwonewoc.com 

 

Grades 1 & 2 
Helen Rick 

Email: 
hrick@stplutheranwonewoc.com 

 

Grades Pre –K & Kindergarten 
Valerie Hagemann 

Email: 
vhagemann@stplutheranwonewoc.com 

 

Church/School Secretary 
Jan Fick 
Email: 

secretary@stplutheranwonewoc.com 
 
 

 
 

—WELS— 

Church address 
119 South East Street 

PO Box 125 
Wonewoc, WI  53968 

School Address 
101 Church Street 

Box 325 
Wonewoc, WI  53968 

 

Phone: 
608) 464-3212 

 

 We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.stplutheranwonewoc.com 

Dear Families of St. Paul’s, 
Thank you very much for the donations that you collected 
for the New Life Resource Center.  Your support helps us 
to continue our ministry by helping those in need.  

Yours in Christ, 
Heather Biedenbender 

Director – New Life Resource Center 

 

mailto:secretary@stplutheranwonewoc.com

